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Strip away the diplomatic briefings,

Congressional hearings and the endless cable
news loops about centrifuges, regional
proxies and cyber attacks, and you hit a raw
unvarnished nerve.

What truly disturbs the United States about
the Islamic Republic is not its policies, its
rhetoric or even its nuclear ambitions. It is
Iran's audacity to exist completely outside the
American orbit; and make it work.

When diplomatic pretenses are scrapped, we
see that a major power does not spend
billions of dollars, conduct regional wars and
upend global markets out of pure legalistic
devotion to global rules or nonproliferation
treaties.

The conflict with the United States, is not
about what Iran has in its centrifuges. Rather,
it is about what Tehran represents to a
hegemon that refuses to accept "no" and
cannot tolerate a world not under its control.

If the mere possession of enriched uranium or
atomic warheads was the ultimate redline, the
outline of America's animosities would look
entirely...
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